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Amendments to the Claims : 
—i— -•— ^ ^ ^_ ^_ ^ 

1 , (Currently Ariiended) A stent configured to reduce traufflatizatibn of aiBessffi . ' : 

■ . i . ■ ; » tl : 

wall, the stent comprising: -:. : 'y%i^n^ 

- t *•«•.?♦*■ 

wife a tubular support frame (2) that can be expanded from an initial state (A) ft> a • 

• » -* - 

■ ■ « 

support state (S), in which the tubular support frame (2) comprises at least two afinular segriiiesnts. 

■ » 

(3-6) that are formed by struts (7, 8, 9,10) that are interconnected in a corrugated manner Via 

* * * ■ i 1 . 

transitional sections (11, 1 2) and in which adjacent annular segnents (3-6) are coupted by ; 
connectors <13), wherein One Of the annuls segments (3-6) corresponds to a prarii^£j^ 
tubular support frame (2) and ore of the annular segments corresponds to a distal en<f of flSfcifi/ 

, * * ■ * * < * 

tubular support frame, wherein every other transitional section (12) at the proximal and distal : : 
ends Of the tubular support frame (2) has a widened head end (1 8) that axially projects 









i 







• U. : • ' 



section ( 1 9) A aad concavely rounded throat sections (20, 21) between the head end (18) ;^lfie 

• .. ■ » *»>■;*» # 1 1 « 

struts (9,10) connected to the head end (18), and coiivexlv rounded edge sections ext^h^ ' 

** - ■ ■ 

between the con vexly rounded front section and the concavely rounded throat sections: &ftd 

* > 

■ ♦ ■ • 

wherein the concavely rounded throat sections (20, 21) are configured to intermesh with adjacent 

« 

sections (1 1) in the initial state (A). 



■ • » 



2. (Canceled) 



3. (Canceled) 



• • • •* ** ***** ■ 
■ 1 , »,•..* , , . *: • »• »' »• 

■ • ■ » •**!• i 



4* (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim 1, further comprising a - 

» • .» . * 4 ' ' ' * ' 

( * ' ♦ ■»*» 

plurality of deflection dements (24,25) for a thread looping around the outside of the s«4ftMH% : "-"- 

; ; - ;i:*^i5-:i.] , ;;.; : * 



frame (2) that are arranged on the annular segments (3, 6) at the proximal and distal 

* * • ■ | 

support frame. 

■ .■*.•"■ 

. 

* i 

■ r » ' 

5. (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim 1 , wherein e ach corihector 

• 

(13,13') has a longitudinal section (14,14') running substantially parallel to the ajongitudiriail: axis 

. . * "• 

L of the stent and comprises a compensation section (15,1 5') aligned tranSversally to the latter 
and configured in a U or V shape. 



•I? 
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6. . (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim 5, wfcetein^.tJ-"^ 



pri 















between two axially adjacent, spaced annular segments (3,4, 5,6). 

i 

7. (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim 1 , farther comprising air : : 
innular segment (4, 5) interconnected to an adjacent annular segment (3, 6) at the proximal br , 
distal ends of the tubular support frame (2), wherein the connectors (13;13 f ) exteftd otit 
tfdge area (17) of two struts (7,8) of the annular segment (4, 5) to the transitional iisefetiiSn (I 1) 
foe adjacent annular segment (3, 6) at the proximal of distal ends of the tubular support 
(2). 



8. (Previously Presented) The stent accotding to Claim 1 , wherein the.copiij^toifis 
^13,130 are aligjied in axial succession. /•'"V^r^vfii 



* _ \ ■ ■* • 

9. (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim A, wherein each strut ; 
Comprises first and second ends, and wherein each widened head portion is located at the first 

: • ■■■*.•'■...'.. 

^nds of the annular segments at the proximal and distal ends of the support frame and each: : / 
deflection element is located at the second ends of the struts. 

* * ... t 

• .' 

10. (Previously Presented) The Stent according to Claim 4, wherein at least a portion:! • 

- "... . 

■ * ■ » • ■ 

4>f each deflection element is configured to be positioned adjacent to at least a portion of an : 
t tdjacent connector in the initial state. 



1 1 . (Piously presented) The stent according to Claim 1 , wheitin each sirtK ?-f -;i 
Comprises first and second ends, and wherein each head end is spaced Outwardly fitiml^raM 
ends of adjacent struts by a distance corresponding to the concavely rounded throat sections^ 



.♦V ' 



12. (Previously Presented) The stent according to Claim 1 , wherein each widened : 
fcead end axially projects further proximally at the proximal end of the tubular support frame aikl 
further distally at the distal end of the tubular support frame than an adjacent transitional s^&k 
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13. (Previously Presented). The stent according to Claim 1 , wherein each tran^dftalh 
section comprises convexly curved side edges that are configured to intermesh with adjacent 

• ■ 

concavely rounded throat sections in the initial state (A). 



• *. . . : • .- ; >••• ••■■..•'!' 



i 



•t- 



'«. ! 



14. (New) The stent according to Claim 1, wherein the rounded ^geseciiiQ'i^ 
adjacent widened head ends a|ie* spaced apart from another to the initial state* W*§&!$ 



' - . , % • « V" '}u:l ."'Y ..■.«'::«••*•'•. : : 5 !to- /' :' 



• .! • •. , 



■» » ■ ■ ,4 * i ■»••■■■* ^I«*.t> * . » I 

• •• : •• H" At . ' i. •« 1 . •'i'*!in ••!<•• ..'» :: 'J 

. , • it " i"/ >! .i '!• , "'•il* i ! •! ' ■ 
• i i*»i' • .•• . /••I.I*. #• t * *i • 

» » * • • • .i ■ • i .i. , i * i» 

: ■ . •. ■ • .. • i • ; :. '.• . . ..if.* J ■.• 



i. 



i ' 



fit 

' *l » • 



»v«. • . : 
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